<Date> 
<MP name and address>

Dear <name>, 
Re: Support of Bill C-458 and protection of Canada’s public libraries’ access to concessionary postal rates for library material
At the <insert your library board name here> meeting on <date>, a motion was passed to support Private Members Bill C-458 and to encourage MPs in our region to do the same.  


This Bill is designed to protect Canadian libraries’ access to concessionary postal rates for mailing library books by amending the Canada Post Corporation Act.  The Bill provides for continuation of the Library Book Rate so that all libraries are able to mail Inter Library Loan books among each other at a rate which is approximately 1/12 the cost of parcel post. Inter-Library Loans ensure that people everywhere are able to access the library materials they require.  Currently, Canada Post only guarantees a reduced Library Book Rate until January, 2008.

Private Member’s Bill C-458 is also significant because it seeks to expand the Library Book Rate to include, not only books, but also non-book material such as magazines, DVDs, CDs and other multi materials which are an important part of every library’s collection.
With over 2,000 libraries actively using the Library Book Rate and an estimated one million Canadians benefiting from it annually, the Library Book Rate is an indispensable part of the service delivered by the public, academic, school and special libraries.   The loss of the Library Book Rate would have a direct impact on literacy and would be particularly harmful to rural communities.   <You may wish to add the dollar implications to your own library system here.>
The <insert your Board name here> asks you to support Private Members Bill C-458.

Sincerely, 

<Board Chair>
