_______, 2009

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

Dear Mayor ____________ and Council/Chair ________________ and Board:
RE:
Summer MLA Library Receptions
It is my pleasure to invite you and your staff to a reception honouring our local MLA and the provincial government contribution to BC’s public libraries.  The event will be held at the __________ Public Library on _______, ________ from _____ to _____ and is part of a province-wide initiative coordinated by the library community.  Receptions will be held throughout the summer at libraries across BC and we are expecting significant attendance and media coverage. 

The provincial government contribution to libraries is primarily dedicated to initiatives, programs and services that enable libraries to work together on a province-wide basis.  A few examples of how this funding is put to use include:

· achieving economies of scale in group purchasing and licensing of library materials and software; 
· enabling British Columbians to borrow and return materials at any library in the province; 
· providing province-wide children’s programming such as the BC Summer Reading Club and BC Books for Babies; 
· operating AskAway, a free online information service provided as a collaborative effort of the public and post-secondary libraries of BC and the Yukon; and

· funding Library Federations, which support and enhance library service on a regional basis throughout the province. 

In holding this event, we wish to acknowledge the importance of provincial library funding and support – something we do on an annual basis for local governments at the BC Library Reception held at the Union of BC Municipalities Convention.  These are difficult economic times, and we hope to familiarize our MLAs with the good work libraries are doing and demonstrate the excellent return on investment for provincial dollars.  Your presence at the reception will be a crucial show of solidarity and support for your community’s library, and I can assure you this will be a most enjoyable afternoon. 

I look forward to seeing a strong local government contingent at the reception, and it would be my honour to introduce you to the many library trustees, staff, patrons and supporters who will be in attendance.
Sincerely,
_______________, Chair

_______________ Public Library
